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FEDERATION FOR 


INDIA? 





UT of the week of plenary sessions of the 

India Round-Table Conference that ended on 
November 21 has emerged one important con- 
crete achievement. The uniform insistence of 
the Indians upon a federated government that 
would include the Indian States has established 
the federal form of government as the basis for 
future negotiations. The introductory speeches 
of the rulers of the Indian States and of the 
moderate leaders of British India also revealed 
a unanimous demand for a full measure of self- 
government. The policy of the British govern- 
ment, so far as can be gathered from the address 
of Prime Minister MacDonald, leaves the initia- 
tive in framing a satisfactory scheme of govern- 
ment to the Indians. The practical details are to 
be worked out in committees whose sittings be- 
gan on November 24. 


The willingness of the princes to enter a fed- 
erated government, in which both the Indian 
States and the provinces of British India will be 
represented, marks a most important advance 
toward an autonomous India. It means the be- 
ginning of the end of the princes’ dependence 
upon England alone for their protection; it re- 
moves a long-standing obstacle to the creation of 
a unified government for India; and, in view of 
the virtual autonomy of the Indian States, it 
renders more difficult a further postponement of 
the grant of dominion status. 


The unanimous demand of the Indian delega- 
tion for full self-government is hardly less im- 
portant than its agreement upon a federation. 
The princes have declared that they are Indians 
first and princes second. The Moslems are at one 
with the Hindus in the demand for a responsible 
Even the untouchables have de- 
clared through their spokesman that they con- 
sider their interests will be better served by the 
establishment of Indian rule than by the continu- 
ance of the British Raj. This unanimity has been 


established on the basis of certain agreements. 
The princes have agreed to enter a federation 
subject to the maintenance of the rights afforded 
by their treaties with the Crown, the creation of 
a Federal Supreme Court empowered to interpret 
these treaties, and a share in the customs revenue. 
The Moslems, the Sikhs, and the untouchables in 
similar fashion are reported to have demanded 
minimum representation in the various bodies to 
be set up under the new constitution. 


The basic demand of the Indians for respon- 
sibility in the central government will be fought 
out in committee. Lord Peel and Lord Read- 
ing, representing respectively a Conservative and 
Liberal point of view, each declared that the time 
is not yet ripe for the grant of home rule to India. 
Prime Minister MacDonald neither accepted nor 
denied its possibility, although admitting that the 
declaration of the princes in favor of federa- 
tion had “revolutionized the situation.” He out- 
lined in a general way the matters which the com- 
mittee on federal relations would need to consider. 


The effect of Mahatma Gandhi’s non-coopera- 
tion movement upon the round-table conference 
should not be overlooked. The burden of work- 
ing the reforms of 1919 has been borne by moder- 
ate Indian leaders of the type now gathered at 
London, in conjunction with the British officials 
in India. This alliance would be in serious danger 
of disruption if the minimum demands of these 
leaders should be rejected in conference. On the 
other hand, the moderate Indians are anxious 
to prove to the Nationalists that it is possible to 
wrest genuine advances from the English through 
the conference method. The Nationalist move- 
ment in India is therefore exerting strong pres- 
sure upon both parties at London to come to some 
agreement. What effect the grant of a responsible 
central government for India would have upon 
the Nationalists, who have already declared for 
independence, is problematical. y A Bisson 



















Caribbean Troubles 


During the last few weeks the political situa- 
tion in Cuba seems to have grown more serious 
On November 1 congressional elections were held, 
resulting in a victory for the supporters of the 
Machado dictatorship. The Nationalist party, 
however, was not allowed to run candidates, and 
it is conservatively estimated that, largely be 
cause of the boycott organized by the Opposition, 
only 30 per cent of the voters went to the polls 
Meanwhile agitation has increased. On No- 
vember 13 clashes occurred in Havana which re- 
sulted in the death of seven persons, injuries to 
fifty more, and property losses of $100,000. 
President Machado immediately suspended con- 
stitutional guarantees in the city and imposed a 
press censorship. Despite reassuring official re- 
ports, unrest grew until on the 20th Machado 
asked Congress to authorize the extension of 
martial law to the entire island and the closing 
of the university for three years. Resenting the 
establishment of the censorship, the Cuban papers 
in Havana except for the government organ, Her- 
aldo de Cuba, stopped publication. A Nationalist 
manifesto declares that a “state of revolution ex- 
ists in Cuba,” while the Heraldo de Cuba admits 
“we are rapidly approaching a veritable state of 
anarchy.” The Opposition to Machado, led origi- 
nally by the Nationalists, has been strengthened 
during the last few months not only by the lead- 
ing Havana newspapers, but also by ex-Presidents 
Zayas and Menocal and by Miguel Gomez, Mayor 
of Havana. The success of the present movement 
will depend upon whether the army remains loyal 
and whether the economic situation improves. 


Meanwhile the American Ambassador, Harry 
F. Guggenheim, assisted by Mr. Grosvenor Jones 
of the Department of Commerce, has been study- 
ing schemes for the financial reconstruction of 
Cuba; while a number of American bankers and 
industrialists led by Mr. Thomas Chadbourne 
have worked out, in cooperation with the Cuban 
government, a plan to increase the price of sugar 
—Cuba’s leading crop. Under the Chadbourne 
plan, a Cuban exporting corporation is authorized 
to buy up 1,500,000 tons of sugar on hand, using 
for this purpose the proceeds of a bond issue of 
$42,000,000 secured by a special tax imposed on 
sugar production. By withdrawing this amount 
of sugar from the market and also by reducing 
future sugar exports, it is hoped to increase 
prices. A sugar commission headed by Mr. Chad- 
bourne has just sailed for Europe to negotiate 
with the other sugar producers in regard to a 
restriction of production. If these producers 
hesitate to enter such an agreement, it will be 
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possible for the Cuban export corporation to 
dump upon their markets the 1,500,000 tons now 
temporarily withdrawn from sale. Despite this 
weapon, it remains to be seen whether or not the 
Chadbourne plan will be any more successful 
than other plans in controlling the price of raw 
materials. Some Cubans especially object to the 
Chadbourne plan on the ground that it may result 
in the elimination of the small Cuban colono in 
favor of the large American producer and may 
give President Machado, backed by American 


business men, virtually dictatorial powers over — 


Cuba’s economic life. 


In the neighboring republic of Haiti, the con- 
ciliatory atmosphere created by the Forbes Com- 
mission of investigation last spring seems to have 
disappeared. The parliamentary elections held 
on October 14 led to the victory of an anti- 
American group, the Cartel. A few days later 
the Chamber of Deputies elected as its president, 
M. Joilibois who last year toured Latin America 
denouncing the American occupation; and on 
November 18 the National Assembly elected as 
President of the republic M. Senio Vincent. M. 
Vincent. and two members of his newly appointed 
Cabinet, headed the delegation of the Union 
Patriotique, which bitterly criticized the Ameri- 
can occupation before the Senate Inquiry in 1921. 


For the present temper in Haiti the State De- 
partment is held partly responsible. This sum- 
mer its insistence upon placing Dr. Colvin in 
charge of agricultural education, instead of a 
Haitian, led to the resignation of the Haitian 
Cabinet. This announcement came in the midst 
of an investigation of the whole educational prob- 
lem in Haiti by the Moton Commission. This 
body, believing that the Department had pre- 
judged its findings, would, according to the Afro- 
American, have immediately resigned, except for 
the belief that President Hoover personally knew 
nothing of the appointment. This September the 
Haitian Council of States proposed the reduction 
of alcohol and tobacco taxes. When the State De- 
partment objected that no such legislation should 
be enacted until after the legislative elections, 
popular demonstrations were held in which the 
people demanded if Haiti were a colony of the 
United States. The situation confronting the 
new American Minister, Dr. Dana Munro, is thus 
a delicate one. It may not be relieved until the 
State Department gives concrete assurances that 
it intends to carry out the recommendations of 
the Forbes Commission and evacuate the island 
by 1936, if not before. 

RAYMOND LESLIE BUELL 
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